
PRESENTATION NOTES

1. Welcome to “Managing Stormwater to Protect Rhode Island’s 
Waters,” part of the online module series “Providing Resilience 
Education for Planning in Rhode Island” (or PREP RI).
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2. I am pleased to introduce our speakers for this module. I am 
Jennifer West with the Narragansett Bay Research Reserve, and 
I’m joined by Jennifer Paquet with the RI Department of 
Environmental Management’s stormwater program and Leah 
Bamberger, the City of Providence’s Sustainability Director.

3. By the end of this module, you will be able to identify the 
causes and impacts of stormwater, express the importance of 
managing it, recognize how it’s being impacted by a changing 
climate, and describe how low impact development and green 
infrastructure techniques are used to avoid, reduce, and manage 
its impacts. I’m going to hand it over to Jennifer to take it from 
here.

4. So, why should we care about stormwater and its impacts?

5. We need clean water to drink, and we rely on clean water to 
support a healthy economy and environment. We value our water 
resources for swimming, boating, and fishing. And it’s up to us to 
protect these treasured resources. As you’ll see, stormwater is the 
major cause of water quality impairment in Rhode Island (and it 
can also be a flooding hazard). It is much simpler and more cost-
effective to prevent polluted runoff and mitigate flood impacts 
than it is to treat or repair the damage afterward. This is why it is 
important, as local officials, to think about efforts to improve 
stormwater management in our communities.
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